
NOTES AND 1rIEMORANDA.

STILL another collection of German economic monographs
is announced,- the Volk8'UJirthschaftliche Abhandlungen der
oadischen Hochschulen, edited by Professors Fuchs, Herkner,
v. Schulse-Gavernitz, and Weber. As the title indicates, the
series will publish the results of investigations carried on in
the universities of Baden. The first number, by Dr. Lief
mann, is duly noted in the current bibliography.

THE Swiss Assembly has acted favorably on the proposal
made to it by the Federal Council for the purchase and man
agement by the state of the principal railway lines of Switzer
land. The Council had made its proposal in a message of
March 25, 1897; and the main provisions of the bill then
submitted are incorporated in the act passed by the Assembly
on October 15.

The act provides that the five main lines of Switzerland,
with a total length of 2,644 kilometres, shall pass into the
hands of the Confederation; namely, the Jura-Simplon (939),
the Nord-Oat. (764), the Central (398), the Vereinigte
Schweizer (269), the Gotthard (273). As the railways of
Switzerland had in 1895 a total length of but 2,949 kilometres,
the purchase would lead to a system of practically complete
state ownership. The five lines mentioned are to be bought
on the terms of purchase reserved for the state in the charters
of the several companies; but the Federal Council is author
ized also to buy them by agreement with the companies, and,
further, to contract for the purchase of other railways and of
connecting steamer lines. For four of the main lines the
state's right of purchase accrues in 1903, but notice of its
intention to exercise the right must be given in February and
April of 1898. For the Gotthard line the date for notice is
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